
 



ent an apple and a padlock (see Figure I ). This ability cor-
responds to Level 5 of Herrnstein's classification scheme.

GENERAL METHOD

Subjects
The subjects were 4 laboratory-born adult baboons (Papio anu-

bis)-2 males, Sylvestre (17 years old) and Balthazar (14 years
old). and 2 females, Esperance (9 years old) and I da (5 years old).
The baboons were housed in social groups ( I male and 5-8 fe-
males) reared in indoor and outdoor quarters (35 square meters
each) at the Station de Primatologie of the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, Rousset, France. The subjects were not
food deprived, but they received their daily food ration (fruit, mon-
key chow, and vegetables) at the end of the daily training and test-
i ng. The subjects had been previously trained to categorize objects
i nto food or nonfood categories (Bovet & Vauclair, 1998).

Apparatus
The monkeys were individually tested in their home enclosure

with an adapted version of a Wisconsin General Test Apparatus (see
Figure 2). The apparatus was attached to the bars of the enclosure
for the experimental sessions. It was made of a vertical board (65 x

80 cm) consisting of a one-way screen that concealed the tester
from the baboons' view during the experiments but allowed the ex-
perimenter to see the subjects; a horizontal board on which to pre-

sent the stimuli behind a Plexiglas window; and two openings for
the manipulanda (two ropes).

Stimuli
Food and nonfood objects were used as stimuli. Food objects

consisted of various types of vegetables, plants, cereals. fruits, and
sweets. Nonfood objects consisted of natural and man-made objects
of various forms and materials (e.g., glass, plastic, wood, metal.
paper, textile, stone). The objects of both categories were matched
as closely as possible for size and color, so that two objects from the
same categories did not resemble each other more than two objects
from different categories. Prior to each experiment, all the stimulus
objects had been left in the baboons enclosure for 1 full day. Thus,
the monkeys had had ample opportunity to manipulate and/or eat
the objects prior to testing. Manipulation time varied across indi-
viduals and objects: The food items were generally quickly eaten.
but some baboons manipulated the other objects for a long time,
whereas others showed indifference toward the nonfood objects.

Procedure
At the start of each trial, the experimenter placed the two objects

on the board, while the subject's view of the board was blocked by
an opaque screen. The screen was then raised. and the subject had
5 sec to respond by pulling one of the two ropes, according to the
relation (.same or different) between the presented objects (Experi-
ment I ) or between the presented categories (Experiment 2). If the



 



 



 



 




